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The Clements and Sarama chapter is an excellent research summary about 
effective mathematics learning and teaching in preschool and the early ele
mentary grades. This brief commentary will build on that summary to iden
tify some ways in which the new Common Core Mathematics Standards can 
improve teaching and learning. Because standards do not describe learn
ing activities, they do not describe a learning trajectory in the Clements and 
Sarama sense, because their term includes learning activities. Therefore, 
this commentary uses the term learning path to mean the experiential pro
gression of knowledge built by a coherent appropriate program oflearning 
activities. 
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